MEDICAL CODING
Overview: -

Medical coding is the transformation of healthcare diagnosis, procedures, medical services,
and equipment into universal medical alphanumeric codes. The diagnoses and procedure
codes are taken from medical record documentation, such as transcription of physician's notes,
laboratory and radiologic results, etc. Medical coding professionals help ensure the codes are
applied correctly during the medical billing process, which includes abstracting the
information from documentation, assigning the appropriate codes, and creating a claim to be

paid by insurance carriers.
Why is Medical Coding Needed?

The challenge, however, is that there are thousands of conditions, diseases, injuries, and
causes of death. There are also thousands of services performed by providers and an equal
number of injectable drugs and supplies to be tracked. Medical coding classifies these for
easier reporting and tracking. And in healthcare, there are multiple descriptions, acronyms,
names, and eponyms for each disease, procedure, and tool. Medical coding standardizes the
language and presentation of all these elements so they can be more easily understood,

tracked, and modified.
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